
Disclaimer: This information is provided
solely as a public service. Contractors

always remain responsible for
ascertaining all laws and regulations that

apply to them and their work.

SSStttaaayyy   CCCllleeeaaarrr
ooofff   PPPooowwweeerrr   LLLiiinnneeesss

PPPrrrooottteeecccttt   YYYooouuurrr   BBBuuusssiiinnneeessssss,,,
EEEmmmpppllloooyyyeeeeeesss   aaannnddd   ttthhheee

PPPuuubbbllliiiccc!!!
• Your business depends on obeying rules and

regulations to be profitable.

• Your employees might be injured or even
killed and you might be held liable for not
enforcing clearance rules.

• You might be liable for any damages to
power lines, structures or electrical
equipment, including loss of revenue.

• You might be liable if someone is injured or
killed.

BBBeeefffooorrreee   DDDiiiggggggiiinnnggg   AAArrrooouuunnnddd
UUUnnndddeeerrrgggrrrooouuunnnddd   UUUtttiiillliiitttiiieeesss:::
• Call OUPS at (800) 362-2764 at least 48

hours before digging near suspected power
lines.

• Visit the OUPS website at www.oups.org
for more information.

• Call the local electric company that owns
the underground facilities.

FFFooorrr   MMMooorrreee
iiinnnfffooorrrmmmaaatttiiiooonnn:::

Go to the OSHA web site at
http://www.osha.gov/

IIIfff   yyyooouuu   hhhaaavvveee   qqquuueeessstttiiiooonnnsss,,,
ooorrr   wwwaaannnttt   tttooo   rrreeepppooorrrttt   aaa

hhhaaazzzaaarrrdddooouuusss   sssiiitttuuuaaatttiiiooonnn,,,
cccooonnntttaaacccttt   ttthhheee   eeellleeeccctttrrriiiccc
uuutttiiillliiitttyyy   ttthhhaaattt   ooowwwnnnsss   ttthhheee

pppooowwweeerrr   llliiinnneeesss...

Union Rural Electric Cooperative, Inc.
15461 US Route 36 E  PO Box 393

Marysville, OH 43040-0393
(937) 642-1826  800-642-1826

www.ure.com

SSStttaaayyy   AAAwwwaaayyy
FFFrrrooommm

PPPooowwweeerrr
LLLiiinnneeesss



OOOSSSHHHAAA   rrreeeqqquuuiiirrreeesss
ttthhhaaattt   yyyooouuu   kkkeeeeeeppp
eeeqqquuuiiipppmmmeeennnttt   aaattt
llleeeaaasssttt   TTTEEENNN   fffeeeeeettt
aaawwwaaayyy   fffrrrooommm
pppooowwweeerrr   llliiinnneeesss!!!

Vehicular and Mechanical
Equipment

OSHA Regulation 1910.333(c)(3)(iii)(A)

Any vehicle or mechanical equipment
capable of having parts of its structure

elevated near energized overhead
lines shall be operated so that a
clearance of 10 ft. (305 cm) is

maintained. If the voltage is higher
than 50kV, the clearance shall be
increased 4 in. (10 cm) for every

10kV over that voltage.

For more information please go to the OSHA
web site http://www.osha.gov/ or contact the
local electric utility that owns the power line.
The staff
there may be
able to assist
you with a
specific
situation.

IIIfff   YYYooouuu   MMMuuusssttt   WWWooorrrkkk
NNNeeeaaarrr   PPPooowwweeerrr   LLLiiinnneeesss:::

• Contact the power company that owns
the lines prior to beginning work.

• Do not do any work until you have met
with the power company at the job site.

• The power company may be able to help
you prevent accidents and explain the
minimum approach distances.

• They may be able to move or protect the
power lines in some manner.

• Remember–Power lines are not insulated!

IIIfff   YYYooouuu   HHHaaavvveee   AAAnnn   IIInnnccciiidddeeennnttt:::
• Call 911 or your emergency response

number immediately if there is fire, property
damage or personal injury.

• Contact the owner of the power lines
immediately so the power can be
disconnected.

• Do not approach or try to move the
equipment if it is near or touching the power
lines. You can be injured or killed just by
coming close to energized equipment. You
might not be able to tell if it is energized or
not!
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Minimum Approach Distance For Power
Lines Under 50,000 volts Is At Least A

10 Foot Minimum Clearance

Minimum Approach Distance for Power Lines
Over 50,000 Volts is Ten Feet Plus An Additional
Distance Depending On The Additional Voltage
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